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save illinois MaP Grants is a grassroots initiative 
dedicated to restoring $220 million in college funding 
slashed from the Illinois state budget in July 2009.

The Mission 

The mission of Save Illinois MAP Grants is to rally public support from 
students, parents and educators to spur state lawmakers to take immediate 
action and approve legislation to restore MAP funding for the rest of this 
fiscal year. The target is the General Assembly’s veto session, October 14-16 
and October 28-30, 2009. Concerned residents should contact their state 
representatives and urge them to make student financial aid a priority when 
allocating state resources, and specifically restore MAP funding.

Why Save Illinois MAP Grants?

Nearly 270,000 eligible Illinois college students will receive either no MAP 
grant money or just half of what they are eligible to receive.

The Monetary Award Program (MAP) awards more than $380 million in grants 
each year to roughly 145,000 college students who otherwise might not be 
able to afford college. With rising tuition costs and record-high unemployment, 
more and more students are qualifying for need-based grants. Applications 
were up by 22 percent while eligible applications increased by 29 percent, 
forcing the earliest-ever program suspense date of May 15, 2009.

Despite the growing need, student aid funding for the Illinois Student 
Assistance Commission (ISAC) was cut in half, from a proposed $440 
million to $220 million, resulting in a $200 million cut in MAP aid. These cuts 
severely limited ISAC’s aid capacity for the 2009-2010 academic year, causing 
approximately 138,000 MAP grant recipients to receive only 50 percent of their 
award. Plus, an estimated 130,000 eligible stduents who applied after May 15 
will receive no MAP aid at all. Available funds are now being distributed for fall 
term tuition and mandatory fees. However, without quick action by the General 
Assembly and the Governor, no monies will be available after January 1, 2010.

About the CAmpAign

call to action— 
write, email, call or visit your state legislators
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Why isn’t MAP fully funded?

On July 15, 2009, the Governor and state legislators reached 
an agreement regarding the fiscal year (FY) 2010 state 
budget. Absent new revenues and facing a substantial state 
budget deficit, budget cuts were made. Consequently, the 
amount Illinois Student Assistance Commission receives 
to fund college scholarships and grants, including the MAP 
grant, has been significantly reduced. MAP grants were cut 
by nearly $200 million.

Who is getting MAP?

Last year, the mean taxable income of MAP recipients 
was just $23,558. About 77 percent of students receiving 
MAP grant assistance had a household income of less than 
$40,000 per year, and 48 percent reported less than $20,000 
in household income.

This year, nearly 138,000 students will receive a MAP grant. 
An estimated additional 130,000 eligible students will be shut 
out of the aid due to unprecedented demand.

the Monetary award Program (MaP) provides grants, which do 
not need to be repaid, to Illinois residents who attend approved 
Illinois colleges and demonstrate a financial need, based on the 
information provided on the Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA).

The number of grants made through this program, as well as the individual dollar amount awarded, are 
subject to sufficient annual appropriations by the Illinois General Assembly and the Governor.
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questions
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Percentage of Student Population Receiving MAP (by institution type)

approximately 25 percent of all 
Illinois college students receive 
MAP grant aid

What percent of Illinois college students are impacted?

On average, 25 percent receive MAP grant aid, but this varies 
by individual college and university, as shown on the left.
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How many students will be impacted?

Without immediate action, roughly 138,000 students will 
receive just half of the award they were slated to receive. 
Estimates project another 130,000 eligible students will 
be shut out completely from the program after award 
announcements were suspended earlier than ever. 

At the time of the suspense date, May 15, eligible 
applications were up 29 percent, and overall applications 
were up 22 percent from the previous year.

What impact does losing MAP have on our state 
colleges?

For many colleges, tuition is the primary source or revenue. 
Losing MAP means fewer students will be able to afford 
college, meaning not only the loss of MAP revenue, but also 
other federal sources of revenue such as Pell grants. Tuition 
revenues will plummet. Colleges risk depleting endowment 
funds and may have to cut programs and staff.

What impact does MAP have on students?

The nearly 138,000 students receiving MAP grants are getting 
them cut in half this year. The maximum MAP award is now 
less than $2,500 (down from $4,968), which will cover only 
about 25 percent of tuition and fees at a public university. The 
award will cover only about 35 percent of tuition and fees at a 
community college. 

What impact does losing MAP have on state finances?

Many students rely on MAP grants to help pay their 
college tuition and may have to rethink returning to school 
without the tuition boost that MAP funding provides. State 
universities facing the loss of a large population of students 
would need to further increase tuition and fees to meet 
financial responsibilities, putting education out of reach for 
even more students and increasing MAP demand further.

The result is cyclical and ultimately ends with an 
undereducated workforce not competitive with the rest of the 
country and world, resulting in a loss of jobs. Unemployment 
and underemployment means fewer tax dollars collected 
and more tax dollars paid out in services, perpetuating and 
accelerating the current funding crisis.

How are MAP funds distributed by college type?

Most attend community colleges and public universities. The chart to the left 
specifies MAP distribution by school type.

nearly 30 percent of recipients attend a 
public university, and close to 40 percent 
attend community college

Frequently Asked 
questions 
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The Facts

The maximum Monetary Award Program grant is less than  ·
$2,500 this year, which will cover only about 25 percent of 
tuition and fees at a public university. The award will cover 
about 35 percent of tuition and fees at a community college.

As recently as 2002, MAP covered 100 percent of average  ·
tuition and fees at both public universities and community 
colleges. Coverage of tuition and fees for the fiscal year 
2010 (FY2010) is at an all-time low for the program.

Awards are being cut in half for students receiving MAP  ·
grants. Available funds will be distributed for fall term 
tuition and madatory fees, but no funds will be available 
to pay spring term awards. Students attending a quarter-
schedule school will receive the first-term and half of the 
second term payment.

About 130,000 eligible students will not receive  · any award 
because record demand led to award suspensions on May 15. 
Historically, program suspense dates have occurred at the end 
of August or later. The FY2010 suspense date is the earliest 
ever for the program.

Legislators cut MAP funding during a period when the  ·
demand for the program is increasing—up nearly 25 percent 
from last year. The number of eligible applicants at community 
colleges is up more than 33 percent from last year.

bACkground & stAtistiCs
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nearly 50 percent of MaP 
recipients are caucasian

27 percent are african american 
12 percent are hispanic

Total MAP Distribution (by race)

Sources

2007-2008 Student Financial Aid Survey;  
Illinois Student Assistance Commission Division of Research, Planning & Policy Analysis
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PublIc unIveRSITIeS

coMMunITy colleGeS

PRIvATe noT-FoR-PRoFIT InSTITuTIonS
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mAp grAnt reCipients 
FisCAl yeAr 2007 - 2008

continued

PRoPRIeTARy InSTITuTIonS

All InSTITuTIonS
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Source

Illinois Student Assistance Commission Division of Research, Planning & Policy Analysis
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CAmpAign timeline

September

campaign launch

saveIllinoisMAPgrants.org goes live

ISAcorps Press conference

Millikin University, 
Decatur

ISAc commission Meeting

Southern Illinois University, 
Edwardsville

ISAc Public Hearing

Illinois State University, 
Bloomington-Normal

MAP Rally

Time and location to be decided

October

ISAc Public Hearing 

Carl Sandburg College, 
Galesburg

ISAc Public Hearing

Loyola University, 
Chicago

ISAc Public Hearing

Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale

call-In Day

Supporters call local legislative offices

First Week of veto Session

Illinois lawmakers convene in Springfield and may 
potentially discuss the restoration of MAP funding

Student Rally

Capitol Building, 
Springfield

call-In Day

Supporters call local legislative offices

Second Week of veto Session

Illinois lawmakers convene in Springfield and may 
potentially discuss the restoration of MAP funding

08

10

18

25

29

02

15

09

12

27

13

28- 
30

14-
16

Visit SaveIllinoisMAPgrants.org for the 
most up-to-date events and milestones
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need up, Funding Down: Tuition & Fee Hikes  
outpace need-based Aid

With rising tuition costs and record-high unemployment, nationwide 
more and more students are qualifying for need-based grants. 
In Illinois alone applications were up by 22 percent while eligible 
applications increased by 29 percent. Just when the need reached 
an all-time high, legislators slashed funding by 50 percent, leaving 
the neediest of students with inadequate funding for college.

Given that Illinois is already experiencing an income gap, limiting 
advancement opportunities could make our bad social situation 
worse. The MAP grant levels the playing field by giving students in 
need a chance at college.

The other Side of the Tracks

For decades MAP has been the helping hand that low-income 
students needed to achieve social mobility. But budget cuts have put 
MAP at risk. Without MAP, low-income students who can’t afford 
college on their own may again get stuck in low paying jobs.

Real Students, Real Stories

Profile interviews with MAP grant recipients offer compelling, 
first-hand illustrations of how MAP cuts impact Illinois students and 
families. ISAC may be able to arrange an interview with families in 
your coverage area who are willing to share their experience.

storylines

Additional Storylines

What is the history of MAP? ·

Impact of need-based financial aid on college  ·
attainment

This year is the highest need for MAP, while  ·
the state has provided the lowest funding

What is SaveIllinoisMAPgrants.org? ·

What’s needed to restore MAP funding? ·

How can people get involved in saving Illinois  ·
MAP grants?

Impact of college degree on earning potential  ·
and future tax contributions

Statewide income and achievement gap ·

Impact of loss of MAP dollars on campus ·

How to pay for college during a recession ·

at What Cost?

Cutting MAP funding may have saved the state some cash, but ultimately it is students and communities who 
will bear the cost. Some students will drop out and enter the workforce with only a high school diploma. Their 
earning potential will be two to three times less than workers with degrees. Students that stay in school may 
need loans, and will likely graduate with crippling debt. At a time when unskilled labor jobs are disappearing 
and skilled laborers must compete globally for jobs, Illinois students need college to get ahead. Funding MAP 
helps students, industry and the state keep pace.

Follow our headlines on Facebook, Twitter or linkedIn

see FaQs and backgrounder 
for more storyline inspiration
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CAmpAign ContACts & 
AFFiliAtes

Illinois Student Assistance commission (ISAc)

100 West Randolph Street, Suite 3-200 
Chicago, Illinois 60601 
(312) 814.3745

1755 Lake Cook Road 
Deerfield, Illinois 60015 
(847) 948.8500

500 West Monroe Street, Suite 300 
Springfield, Illinois 62704 
(217) 782.6767

collegezone.com

Andrew Davis 
executive Director

Paul Palian 
Director of communications

(312) 814.3679 
ppalian@isac.org

Theresa Tracy 
Public Relations

(312) 814.4455 
ttracy@isac.org 

Illinois Association of Student  
Financial Aid Administrators

ilasfaa.org 

Illinois board of Higher education (IbHe)

431 East Adams, Second Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62701

(217) 782.2551 
ibhe.org

Illinois board of Higher education 
Student Advisory council

431 East Adams, Second Floor 
Springfield, Illinois 62701 

(217) 557.7359 
ibhe.org

Illinois community college board (Iccb)

401 East Capitol Avenue 
Springfield, Illinois 32701

(217) 785.0123 
iccb.org

Federation of Independent Illinois  
colleges & universities

1123 South Second Street 
Springfield, Illinois 62704

(217) 789.1400 
federationedu.org

Women employed

111 North Wabash, Suite 1300 
Chicago, Illinois 60602

(312) 782.3902 
womenemployed.org


